
Reason to Rejoice
George Whitfield (1714-1770)

he cel e bra tion of the birth of Christ has been es -
teemed a duty by most who pro fess Chris tian ity.
When we con sider the con de scen sion and love of
the Lord Je sus Christ, in sub mit ting to be born of a

vir gin, a poor sin ful crea ture; and es pe cially as He knew
how He was to be treated in this world; that He was to be
de spised, scoffed at, and at last to die a pain ful, shame ful,
and ig no min i ous death; that He should be treated as
though He were the off-scour ing of all man kind; used, not
like the son of man, and, there fore, not at all like the Son of 
God; the con sid er ation of these things should make us ad -
mire the love of the Lord Je sus Christ, who was so will ing
to of fer Him self as a ran som for the sins of the peo ple, that
when the full ness of time was come, Christ came, made of
a woman, made un der the law. 

He came ac cord ing to the eter nal coun sel of the Fa -
ther. He came not in glory or in splen dor, not like him who
brought all sal va tion with him: no, He was born in a sta ble, 
and laid in a man ger; oxen were His com pan ions. O amaz -
ing con de scen sion of the Lord Je sus Christ, to stoop to
such low and poor things for our sake. What love is this,
what great and won der ful love was here, that the Son of
God should come into our world in so mean a con di tion, to 
de liver us from the sin and mis ery in which we were in -
volved by our fall in our first par ents! 

And as all that pro ceeded from the springs must be
muddy, be cause the foun tain was so, the Lord Je sus Christ
came to take our na tures upon Him, to die a shameful, a
pain ful, and an ac cursed death for our sakes; He died for
our sins, and to bring us to God: He cleansed us by His

blood from the guilt of sin. He sat is fied for our im per fec -
tions; and now, my breth ren, we have ac cess unto Him
with bold ness. He is a me di a tor be tween us and his of -
fended Fa ther. 

There fore, if we do but con sider into what state, and at 
how great a dis tance from God we are fallen – how vile
our na tures were; what a de prav ity, and how in ca pa ble to
re store that im age of God to our souls, which we lost in
our first par ents – when I con sider these things, my breth -
ren, and that the Lord Je sus Christ came to re store us to
that fa vor with God which we had lost, and that Christ not
only came down with an in tent to do it, but ac tu ally ac -
com plished all that was in His heart to ward us – that He
raised and brought us into fa vor with God, that we might
find kind ness and mercy in His sight – surely this calls for
some re turn of thanks on our part to our dear Re deemer,
for this love and kind ness to our souls. How just would it
have been of Him, to have left us in that de plor able state
wherein we, by our guilt, had in volved our selves? For
God could not, nor can re ceive any ad di tional good by our
sal va tion; but it was love, mere love; it was free love that
brought the Lord Je sus Christ into our world about 1,700
years ago. 

What, shall we not re mem ber the birth of our Je sus?
Shall we yearly cel e brate the birth of our tem po ral king,
and shall that of the King of kings be quite for got ten?  —
Shall that only, which ought to be had chiefly in re mem -
brance, be, quite for got ten? God for bid! No, my dear
breth ren, let us cel e brate and keep this fes ti val of our
church, with joy in our hearts: let the birth of a Re deemer,
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which re deemed us from sin, from
wrath, from death, from hell, be al -
ways re mem bered; may this Sav -
iour’s love never be forgotten!

Power for Living
December 9, 2001

Note:  George Whitfield was per -
haps the eigh teenth cen tury’s most
widely trav eled and most ar tic u late 
preacher.  He min is tered for twenty 
four years in his na tive Brit ain and
nine years in Amer ica, where God
used him might ily in bring ing
about the na tional re vival known
as the Great Awak en ing.

Don’t Be Watch ing 
Your Feel ings!

D. L. Moody

“Behold, God is my salvation; I
will trust, and not be afraid: for

the LORD JEHOVAH is my
strength and my song; he also is 

become my salvation.” 
Isa. 12:2.

Don’t be watch ing your feel -
ings.  Not one verse from Gen e sis to
Rev e la tion talks about be ing saved
by feel ings.  When the Devil sees a
poor soul in ag ony in the waves of
sin get ting close to the Rock of
Ages, he just holds out the “plank”
of feel ing to him and says, “There,
get on that; you feel more com fort -
able now, don’t you?”

And while the man is get ting his 
breath again, out goes the plank
from un der him; now he is worse off
than ever.  Ac cept no ref uge but the
Rock, the Ev er last ing Strength.

Why are you go ing around with
your head down, talk ing about your
pov erty?  The weak est, poor est child 
of God is richer than Vanderbilt. 
Why, he has eter nal riches!  The
stuff that burned up in the Chi cago
Fire was like the dust in the bal ance.  
“Joint-heirs with Christ”!  That is
what Romans 8 teaches us.
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Let Your Light Shine
Down South af ter the Civil War, there was a widow

whose hus band had fallen in bat tle.  Her for tune had been
swept away.  She was cul tured and re fined but had never
known what it meant to work.  When star va tion was star -
ing her in the face, she went to the field to su per vise her
own farms.  While she worked, her lit tle boy played in the
hedge.

The lit tle fel low grew up to be about twelve years of
age.  He said, “Mother, I’ll take over the farms for you.” 
So she stayed at home, and the boy took over the fields.

He would go to the fields early in the morn ing, and ev -
ery eve ning just at twi light he would come home.  There
was one lit tle place where he could look through the
branches of the trees and see the light in the cot tage win -
dow – a sig nal that ev ery thing was all right at home.  As
the days and months and years passed, he got in the habit
of stop ping there and look ing for the light.  

One eve ning when he reached that spot and looked
through the grove, the light was not there.  He went on
quickly to the house, struck a match and lighted the lamp
on the ta ble.  There in the bed was his mother, cold and
life less. 

He went over, put his arms around her, reached down
and kissed her lips of clay.  Near her head he saw an en ve -
lope.  He opened it and read:

My dear son:
I have a feel ing that some day you may come home

from the field and the light may not  be in the win dow.  I
have a feel ing that some day I may have to move that lamp
and place it in Heaven’s win dow.  So if you do come home
and the light is not in the win dow, re mem ber where it will
be.  Walk in that light and meet your mother some day.

Go home and put lights in your win dows, and keep
those lights burn ing.

Great Preaching on Christ

Ed i tor’s Note:  “You are the light of the world. A city
that is set on a hill can not be hid den.  Let your light so
shine be fore men, that they may see your good works and
glo rify your Fa ther in heaven.”  (Mat thew 5:14 & 16)  “God
is n’t look ing for peo ple of great faith, but for in di vid u als
ready to fol low Him.”  Hud son Tay lor

A WORD from the Pastor
Friends of Morn ing Glory

“I am afraid that, as the ser pent de ceived Eve by his
craft i ness, your minds will be led astray from the sim plic -
ity and pu rity of de vo tion to Christ.” [2 Cor. 11:3]

Keep it sim ple!  In in tel lec tual mat ters you can think
things out with your own log i cal un der stand ing but in
spir i tual mat ters you must have the mind of Christ to see
things clearly.  Spir i tu ally we can only think clearly when
we are be ing obe di ent to Christ.

2 Co rin thi ans 10:5 says, “…we are tak ing ev ery
thought cap tive to the obe di ence of Christ.”  When God
puts a con vic tion in your heart, obey, and then ev ery thing
will be come clear to you.  Un til you obey you will walk in
spir i tual dark ness.  Oswald Cham bers puts it this way …
“The ti ni est thing we al low in our lives that is not un der
the con trol of the Holy Spirit is quite suf fi cient to ac count
for spir i tual mud dle, and all the think ing we like to spend
on it will never make it clear.  Spir i tual mud dle is only
made plain by obe di ence.  Im me di ately we obey, we dis -
cern.  …When the nat u ral power of vi sion is de voted to
the Holy Spirit, it be comes the power of per ceiv ing God’s
will and the whole life is kept in sim plic ity.”

The bib li cal truth Cham bers is shar ing is sim ply this,
the small est unconfessed sin will keep you in spir i tual
dark ness.  Only when you con fess and re pent of sin will
you be able to see things clearly.  If you want to know that
your un der stand ing of things is right, make sure your re la -
tion ship with Christ is good, un hin dered by sin ful at ti tude
or ac tions.  Usu ally when peo ple storm ahead with a lack
of knowl edge and un der stand ing it is be cause they have
not dealt with sin in their lives.

We need to pray the prayer of Da vid, “Search me oh
God and see if there be some wicked way in me.” [Psalm

139:23]

Pastor Paul Larson
Faith Lutheran Church

Detroit Lakes, Minnesota

God Knows The Name

A poor Irish woman went to the pas tor,
ask ing him to for ward her help for the fam -
ine suf fer ers in Ire land.  “How much can
you spare?” he asked.  “I have a hun dred
dol lars saved, and I can spare that,” she re -
plied.  The pas tor rea soned with her, say ing
her gift was too great for her means, but she
was firm.  “Well, what is your name that I
may pub lish it?” he asked.  “My name! 
Never mind that, sir, just send the help. 
God will know my name.”



MARTHA, MARTHA!
You are troubled about many things!

The day was Fri day.  The week was draw ing to its end, 
and so were the nerves of the young mother.  The days be -
fore had been es pe cially hec tic.

Ev ery thing had seemed to go wrong and she was tak -
ing her feel ings out on her fam ily.  Harsh words sent the
chil dren off to school while she stooped to clean up the
spilled ce real the baby had knocked over.  Her hus band
came in to kiss her good bye but she did not feel like be ing
af fec tion ate.  With more un kind words the gen tle hus band
was sent to work.  In a few min utes she heard the door
close and then the sound of the car mo tor came to her.  She
sat back on the couch, al ready tired and the day had just
be gun.

She picked up the baby, wiped her face and placed her
in the play pen.  “I’d better comb my hair and brush my
teeth be fore I start any work,” she thought.  Walk ing into
the bed room, she looked at herself in the mir ror.  What
was this?  There in a cor ner of the mir ror was a sheet of pa -
per and on it in her hus band’s hand writ ing were two
words: ”Mar tha, Mar tha!”

Her tired mind could not com pre hend the mean ing. 
“Why, my name is n’t Mar tha.”  Then down in the cor ner
she saw he had writ ten, “Read Luke 10:38-42.”  On the
bed side ta ble lay the Bi ble she used to read each night be -
fore re tir ing – be fore she got so busy.  She took it and
turned to the pas sage.

“Now it came to pass, as they went, that he en tered
into a cer tain vil lage: and a cer tain woman named Mar -
tha re ceived him into her house.  And she had a sis ter
called Mary, which also sat at Je sus’ feet, and heard His
word.  But Mar tha was cum bered about much serv ing, and 
came to Him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my
sis ter hath left me to serve alone?  Bid her there fore that
she help me.  And Je sus an swered and said unto her, Mar -
tha, Mar tha, thou art care ful and trou bled about many
things:  But one thing is need ful: and Mary hath cho sen
that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.”

“Mar tha, Mar tha!”  The two words kept re peat ing in
her mind.  As tears welled in her eyes, she knelt by the bed.  
How grate ful she was for those words writ ten such a long
time ago!  How thank ful she felt for the mate who knew
just where to send her for the ad mo ni tion she so sorely
needed!  She knew she had be come “trou bled about many
things” and she had al lowed this to af fect her re la tions
with those near est and dear est to her.  Her words poured
out to God and cour age flowed into her heart.  She had not

cho sen the “good part” but now, with God’s help she
would do just that!

Let us not let the cares of life take us away from the
better part.  We need to come back to His word to learn
more of this “good part’ which Mary so wisely chose.  Our 
needs to day are for just such a gen tle ad mo ni tion, lest we,
like Mar tha of old be come so in volved in the daily rou tine
that we for get the better part.

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Convincing Conversion

There was in a cer tain vil lage a very mean man who
sold wood to his neigh bors and al ways took ad van tage of
them by cut ting his logs a few inches un der the re quired
four feet.  One day the re port cir cu lated that the wood
chop per had been con verted.  No body be lieved the re port,
for they all de clared that he was be yond be ing reached. 
One man, how ever, slipped qui etly out of the gro cery
store where the con ver sion was be ing dis cussed and soon
came run ning back. “It’s so!  He has been con verted!  I
mea sured the wood he cut yes ter day.  It is a good four feet
long.”   

4

Con tent
A child and her mother went into a place to

pray.  The child went into one room while the
mother went into an other.  The mother’s prayers
ended but the child con tin ued.  At last the child
came to the mother.  The mother said, “You were a
long time say ing your prayers.  What were you do -
ing?”  The child re plied. “Well, Mom, I just knelt
down and said, ‘Dear Je sus,’ and He said, ‘Dear
child’, and then we just loved one an other.”  

Mary was con tent to be near her Lord.  Do we
re ally love the Lord?  Are we found at His feet lov -
ing and learn ing?  It was the place that Mary loved
best.

—Harvester
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Ed i to rial 
RES

WILL YOU HAVE A ‘WHITE CHRISTMAS’?
“For He made him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might be come the righ teous -

ness of God in Him.”  (II Co rin thi ans 5:21) 

Some years ago, es pe cially at this ‘sea son’ of the
year, there was a sec u lar song that was sung quite reg u -
larly that stated, ‘I am dream ing of a white Christ mas,
just like the ones I used to know’.  Now what would you 
do IF there was no ‘white snow’ in your part of the
world?  A mis sion ary friend of ours strug gled with that
a lit tle in the area of the world where she was serv ing
our cru ci fied and risen Sav ior!  Ac tu ally she ended up
dec o rat ing a cac tus as a ‘Christ mas Tree’!  But the ‘re al -
ity’ of Christ mas does not change IF there is ‘snow’
avail able or not.  

Ac cord ing to the dic tio nary, the word ‘snow’ is:
“Trans lu cent crys tals of ice that form from wa ter va por
in the up per at mo sphere and fall to earth.”  Ac tu ally, I un -
der stand that if you ob serve a ‘snow flake’ un der a pow -
er ful mi cro scope, a ‘snow flake’ is made up of nu mer ous
daz zling col ors, not seen with the nat u ral eye.  Per son ally 
I doubt if the ‘hills’ around Beth le hem at the time the
shep herds were keep ing ‘watch’ over their flock by night 
were ‘snow’ cov ered.  But with out any de bate on that, let
us look at a ‘snow flake’ a lit tle more in depth.

I re mem ber as a child that my par ents would tell us
not to eat ‘snow’ be cause it was ‘dirty’.  To us the
freshly fallen ‘snow’ looked so clean and pure, but our
parents told us this be cause they cared about us and our
well be ing.  You know, we should have lis tened and
obeyed be cause of their en trusted po si tion as ‘par ents’
and then been sat is fied with that.

By the way, what ‘sym bolic color’ is SIN?  That is,
IF we are go ing to give ‘sin’ a color!  Of ten we de scribe
‘sin’ as ‘black’; likely be cause SIN blinds our spir i tual
‘eyes’ and plunges us in ‘dark ness’ (black).  But when it
co mes to a ‘color’ Scrip tures seems to in di cate that ‘sin’ 
is likely RED.  “Come now, and let us rea son to gether,’
Says the LORD: ‘Though your sins are like scar let,
They shall be as white as snow; ‘Though they are red
lied like crim son, They shall be as wool.’” Isa iah 1:18. 
No tice first of all that our LORD says ‘come now’ and
‘now’ means ‘now’.  Also HE lets us use our ‘rea son’. 
It has been said IF you look through the right kind of red 
glass at the right fab ric that is red in color, it will ap pear
WHITE!  But what a mir a cle when our awe some holy
GOD looks through the shed blood of His SON at a re -

pen tant sin ner who con fesses his ‘sins’ to Him.  In HIS
Awe some GRACE, through His Be loved SON, that
per son ap pears pure be fore our thrice HOLY GOD as
though he had never sinned.  What a SAVIOR, What a 
Mir a cle!  Is n’t it amazing that JESUS made Heaven
poor in or der to make us rich!  That Je sus was born to
die, be cru ci fied, and rise again for your ‘sin’ and ‘my’
sin and for the sins of the whole world!  JESUS was
born to DIE; you and I were born to LIVE and each of
us will spend all eter nity in one of two eter nal eter ni ties!  
“For you know the grace of our Lord Je sus Christ, that
though He was rich, yet for your sakes He be came poor,
that you through His pov erty might be come rich.”  II
Co rin thi ans 8:9,  Dan iel 12:3, Malachi 3:17.  What a
Christ mas GIFT – but in or der for a ‘gift’ to be ef fec tive
YOU have to re ceive (ac cept) it.  You see, it is only the
LOST who need a Sav ior!

Let’s get back to a ‘snow flake’!  Within ev ery
‘snow flake’ there is a ‘par ti cle of dust’.  YES, we are
dirty (sin ners to the very core) and we must be cov ered
with the blood of JESUS in or der to stand clean (white)
be fore God. “But we are all like an un clean thing, And
all our righteousnesses are like filthy rags…” be fore
God, Isa iah 64:6.  Let’s also get back to a mir a cle found 
in Luke 15:22, Rev e la tion 6:11, 7:9  7:14.  (Not the
speech less per son found in the par a ble of Mat thew
22:1-14).  Just ‘think’ of what it means to be jus ti fied
be fore a HOLY GOD!  IN Lu ther’s Small Cat e chism
Ex plained, it asks the ques tion, “What is Jus ti fi ca tion?”  
“Jus ti fi ca tion is the gra cious act of God whereby He for
Christ’s sake ac quits a re pen tant and be liev ing sin ner of 
his sin and guilt, and looks upon him, in Christ, as
though he had never sinned.”   No tice God is the
“Justifier” and it takes place in HEAVEN.  Romans
3:24 & 1 John 1:7-10.  No won der some think of the
be loved flag of our USA as stand ing for: Red – blood,
Blue – Roy alty or kingly & White – clean pure!  YET
our be loved Na tion is made up of “in di vid u als” as is
‘Sal va tion’, for only for those who are per son ally/in di -
vid u ally LOST can truly be saved.  

A long ing de sire hov ers over the ‘Christ mas Sea son’
which is this:  Will my loved ones be home for Christ -
mas?  Sim i larly, a long ing and de sire ex ists be tween ev -



THE BIBLE IS …
Ac cu rate in its as sess ment and ab so lute in its au thor ity.

Bind ing in its con cepts and beau ti ful in its pro nounce -
ments.

Con fron ta tional in its style and com fort ing in its se cu -
rity.

Di rect in its ap proach and de mand ing in its ac cep tance.

Ed i fy ing in its mes sage and ed u ca tional in its method.

Faith ful in its power and fruit ful in its re sults.

Great in its power and good in its pur pose.

High in its de mands and holy in its rea son ing.

In spired in its doc trine and in fi nite in its du ra tion.

Joy ful in its mu sic and just in its man dates.

Keen in its cal cu la tion and kind in its con tents.

Loud in its an nounce ment and lovely in its ar range ment.

Mag nif i cent in its beauty and mar vel ous in its bounty.

No ble in its claims and no ta ble in its cause.

Op u lent in its value and op ti mum in its vic tory.

Pow er ful in its tes ti mony and pro fi cient in its teach ings.

Ques tion less in its ve rac ity and qual i ta tive in its ven er a -
tion.

Ra tio nal in its judg ment and righ teous in its ju ris dic tion.

Sa cred in its au thor ship and sat is fy ing in its ap pli ca tion.

Tran scen dent in its glory and time less in its truths.

Uni ver sal in its scope and unique in its mes sage.

Vi brant in its an i ma tion and vic to ri ous in its ac com plish -
ments.

Wise in its truth and wor thy in its ap praisal.

Yeo manly in its ad vice and youth ful in its ac tion.

Zeal ous in its vi sion and zest ful in its vi brancy.  
Jacksonville, Texas bulletin

Free dom Is n’t Free

I watched the flag pass by one day;

It flut tered in the breeze.

A young Ma rine sa luted it,

And then he stood at ease.

I looked at him in uni form,

So young, so tall, so proud;

With hair cut square and eyes alert,

He’d stand out in any crowd.

I thought, How many men like him

Have fallen through the years?

How many died on for eign soil;

How many moth ers’ tears?

How many pi lots’ planes shot down;

How many died at sea?

How many fox holes were sol diers’ graves?

No, free dom is n’t free!

I heard the sound of Taps one night,

When ev ery thing was still

I lis tened to the bu gler lay,

And felt a sud den chill.

I won dered just how many times,

That Taps had meant 

“Amen.”

When a flag had draped a cof fin

Of a brother or a friend.

I thought of all the chil dren, 

Of the moth ers and the wives.

Of fa thers, sons and hus bands,

With in ter rupted lives.

I thought about a grave yard,

At the bot tom of the sea

Of un marked graves in Arlington,

No, free dom is n’t free!
Copied

6

ery born-again be liever and the Lord Je sus.  Yet, though
we have not phys i cally seen our Sav ior, yet we love Him. 
We share a kin ship with Him that runs deeper than bi o -
log i cal ties.  He’s our righ teous ness, our peace, our hope
of glory.  We are com plete in Him.  It would be ab nor mal
if we did not long to see the ONE whose death and res ur -
rec tion is the source of our strength and joy.  But best of
all, when that cer tain meet ing does oc cur, we will rec og -
nize Him even though we have never seen Him in His
bodily form.  His life in us will find its blessed coun ter -
part in Him.

The more we live for Christ and fel low ship with
Him, the stron ger will be come our long ing to see Him. 
And one day we will be dressed in His robe of righ -
teous ness!  This Christ mas Sea son, are YOU dressed
in His Robe of White (Pu rity)?

May you and yours ex pe ri ence a very blessed en -
joy able CHRISTMAS SEASON and NEW YEAR!

JESUS MAY BE COMING VERY SOON –
KEEP LOOKING UP!



From Our Fellowship Circle

G. & S. N Millcreek, WA
Thanks so much for the Morn ing Glory pub li ca tion.  We
re ally en joy it.  It is filled with God’s Truth.  En closed is a
check to re ceive the ‘Al tar Steps’ de vo tional and ‘Mir ror
of the Heart’.  The re main der please use for the con tin u ing 
of your Min is try.  You are in our prayers. 

D. H. Brigh ton, CO
I ap pre ci ate your very ded i cated re ports.

A. G. Sebring, FL
I will never for get the Scan di na vian fel low ship many
years ago in N.J.  Thank ful for Chris tians here at
Maranatha …..   How good it is for folk who are of a kin -
dred spirit that know JESUS as their own per sonal Sav ior!  
Yes, our Re demp tion draws nigh! 

North Da kota read ers. 
We hope this finds both well and en joy ing these fall days. 
What a won der ful thing when the LORD cre ated the ‘sea -
sons’ in mo tion.   We keep busy here as usual and en joy
see ing the chil dren when pos si ble.  My hus band was out
of town, con sid er ably of late; but in deed we are grate ful
for be ing able to work and have work to do.   Yes, the Lord
pro vides pro vi sion for which we thank Him.  

How we de sire and need Chris tian Fel low ship and are
seek ing a Bi ble be liev ing church with a real vi sion and
bur den to reach out to oth ers.  Cer tainly these are try ing
times!  

En closed is a check for the con tin ued work of the Morn ing 
Glory – as we ap pre ci ate it and the work you are do ing so
very much.  We would like to add a name to the mail ing
list of the Morn ing Glory.   …

Ed i tor’s Note;  What a last ing gift that by God’s GRACE
will in vest into ETERNITY!  Have you con sid ered such a
gift for Christ mas and beyond?

M. M. West Un ion, IA
I en joy your ar ti cles in your mag a zine as it is re ally very
good.  Thank you.  En closed is a check to help in this por -
tion of the Lord’s Work.  

God’s Bless ings.

J. S. Story City, IA
En closed is a check in ap pre ci a tion of your con tin ual
mail ing of the Morn ing Glory.  Thank you so much for the
in for ma tion tucked away in each is sue.  I have kept the

‘tra di tion’ of my par ents who also en joyed the is sues. 
Please know that your pub li ca tion has my prayers for it’s
fu ture be cause I too be lieve we are in the end times. 
Please pray for those of us who have been ‘or phaned’ by
the …

I know that I will be at tend ing …in Gar den City; but many 
do not feel that they have a church home.  The As sem bly
had only to open a Pan dora’s  box of sin when the vote
came down.

A. & B. S. Frederic, Wis.
Thank you for the Gos pel Truths – May our Lord bless
your work!

M. B. Le Roy, MN
I en joy your pa per.  Lord bless you and keep up the good
work.   

D. B. Bis marck, ND
Praise the Lord the true Word of God is still be ing made
known.  En closed is a do na tion and we pray you may con -
tinue to preach and spread God’s Word.  Thank You.

R. & S. W. Bottineau, ND
For years you have sent me this mag a zine and I thank you
for the great ar ti cles that it con tains. When the Hauge
Innermission used to con duct Bi ble Con fer ences in our
area, I was priv i leged to at tend.  I am pleased that this
mag a zine still teaches the Truth when ev ery thing has be -
come so lib eral, as a whole, and trag i cally God is be ing
left out.  

Thanks again for your min is try.  En closed is a con tri bu -
tion.

H. & E. C. Litch field, MN
Greet ings in Je sus’ Name from Ephe sians 5:18, “…be
filled with the Spirit, speak ing to one an other in psalms
and hymns & spir i tual songs, sing ing and mak ing mel ody
in our heart to the Lord, giv ing thanks al ways for all things 
to God the Fa ther …”  The weather out side is rather dis -
mal, gray and chilly with rain; but that does n’t stop the
songs from within be cause of JESUS!

 En closed is a check for $…… to cover the cost of 15 “Al -
tar Steps” we picked up for our Grand chil dren.  Pas tor Jim 
Haga had them all ready for us the week end we were in
Min ne ap o lis for a class re union for my hus band.

7



Believable …Yet Unbelievable

Pro-Lifer Gunned Down in Michigan

A pro-lifer ac tiv ist was gunned down (the) morn ing
(of Sep tem ber 11) as he peace fully held a pic ture of a baby 
with the word “Life” out side a high school in Owosso,
Mich i gan.  The vic tim is Jim Pouillon, a well-known ac -
tiv ist in the Owosso area….

A sus pect was ar rested about 45 min utes af ter the
shoot ing is now in po lice cus tody….

This shoot ing co mes in the wake of hun dreds of death
threats that have been re ceived by …Pro-life or ga ni za -
tions over the past three months.

Christian Newswire

Wisconsin Attorney General Won’t
Defend Same-Sex Law in Court

A law suit seek ing to over turn Wis con sin’s same-sex
do mes tic part ner ship reg is try as un con sti tu tional re ceived 
a boost Au gust 21 when the state’s at tor ney gen eral an -
nounced that he too be lieves the law con flicts with Wis -
con sin’s con sti tu tional mar riage amend ment.

Wis con sin At tor ney Gen eral J. B. Van Hollen, a Re -
pub li can, said he will not de fend the law in court and is
rec om mend ing that the state hire pri vate at tor neys.  The
law, which went into ef fect in early Au gust, es tab lishes a
do mes tic part ner ship reg is try and grants ho mo sex ual cou -
ples some but not all of the le gal ben e fits of mar riage.  Van 
Hollen drew sharp crit i cism from Dem o cratic Gov er nor
Jim Doyle, who signed the law and says other at tor neys
be lieve it is con sti tu tional.

Michael Faust for ‘Baptist Press’

Liberty Counsel wins victory over ACLU

On Au gust 24, Fed eral Dis trict Judge Casey Rodgers
ruled that Michelle Winkler was not in con tempt of court
for hav ing her hus band pray at an awards ban quet.

In Jan u ary 2009, Judge Rodgers had en tered a broadly 
worded in junc tion against Santa Rosa County (Florida)
School Dis trict, Winker’s em ployer, re gard ing prayer and
re li gious ac tiv i ties of school em ploy ees.

Winkler later at tended a pri vately funded, off-cam pus
event af ter school hours to honor in struc tional em ploy ees
of the school dis trict.  She asked her hus band to read a
prayer bless ing she wrote for the honorees.

The ACLU claimed Winkler should be held in civil
con tempt of the court or der.  Judge Rodgers ruled against

the ACLU, con clud ing that Winker’s hus band’s prayer at
a vol un tary gath er ing out side the school did not vi o late
the court’s or der.

www.lc.org, 8/24/09 

National average percentile scores of
Home School versus Public School

Home School Pub lic School

Read ing 89 50

Lan guage 84 50

Math 84 50

Sci ence 86 50

So cial Stud ies 84 50

Core* 88 50

Com pos ite** 86 50

*  Core is a com bi na tion of read ing, lan guage and math.
** Com pos ite is a com bi na tion of subtests.

www.hslda.org.  8/10/09

What?  AARP pushing porn?

A re cent MIM news let ter took on the Amer i can As so -
ci a tion of Re tired Per sons.  What’s the prob lem with
AARP?  Rob ert Pe ters ex plains:

AARP pub li ca tions have been run ning ads for Better
Sex for a Life time vid eos which (ac cord ing to the ads) of -
fer “ex plicit sex ual pro gram ming for adults 18 and over.” 
They can be or dered from a third-party dis trib u tor.

What AARP has not told its mem bers is that Phil
Harvey, the man be hind the sex video dis trib u tor, is also
the man be hind Adam and Eve, which is one of the big gest 
com mer cial dis trib u tors of hard cord por nog ra phy in the
na tion.

What AARP also has n’t told its mem bers is that even
if some sex u ally ex plicit ma te rial can have pos i tive ed u ca -
tional value when pro vided by a com pe tent pro fes sional
for use by a spe cific in di vid ual, that does n’t mean the
same ma te rial won’t have a det ri men tal im pact on many
oth ers if dis sem i nated in dis crim i nately.  The vid eos can
have the same ef fect as run-of-the-mill hard core por nog -
ra phy.  And for mil lions of Amer i cans, view ing hard core
por nog ra phy is a ru in ous ad dic tion.…

Taken from ‘American Family Association Journal’,
10/2009
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President’s 9/11 Proclamation?

On Sep tem ber 3, 2009, the White House re leased “a
proc la ma tion” by the Pres i dent an nounc ing “Na tional
Days of Prayer and Re mem brance 2009.”

In it he pro claimed “Fri day, Sep tem ber 4 through
Sunday, Sep tem ber 6” as days for “the peo ple of the
United States, each in their own way, (to) honor the vic -
tims of Sep tem ber 11, 2001…”

There are two things of note here:
1.  Since the proc la ma tion was re leased on Thurs day,

just one day ahead of the Sep tem ber 4-6 date, it seems like
they did not ex pect many peo ple to be in volved.  

2.  The proc la ma tion in vited us “each in his own way”
to pray, etc., and then three days were ear marked for it –
Fri day (that’s the Mus lim day of wor ship), Sat ur day
(that’s the Jew ish Sab bath) and Sunday (that’s for Chris -
tians).  So with out say ing so, the Pres i dent once again has
given place to Mus lims.  It is all the more egre gious in ref -
er ence to Sep tem ber 11.

Sword Press Service

Bible Reading During Show and Tell Free 
Speech Case

At tor neys for the Rutherford In sti tute have asked the
United States Su preme Court to hear the case of a Penn -
syl va nia mother who was for bid den from read ing a pas -
sage from Psalms as part of an “All about Me”
kin der gar ten class room pro gram in tended to spot light her
son and his fa vor ite book, the Bi ble.  In chal leng ing a rul -
ing by the Third Cir cuit Court of Ap peals, Rutherford In -
sti tute at tor neys ar gue that the ap pel late court’s de ci sion
gives school of fi cials too much dis cre tion to dis crim i nate
against ex pres sion on the ba sis of its re li gious na ture in vi -
o la tion of the First Amend ment.

“By ex clud ing re li gious ex pres sion, and Chris tian ex -
pres sion and sym bols in par tic u lar, from the class room,
school of fi cials have ex hib ited the kind of hos til ity to ward 
re li gion that should never be found in an Amer i can pub lic
school,” stated John W. White head, pres i dent of the
Rutherford In sti tute.

“If these acts of cen sor ship and dis crim i na tion are al -
lowed to con tinue, there will be ab so lutely no free dom for
re li gious peo ple in pub lic schools in this coun try.”

Rutherford Institute News

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

SING A NEW SONG
Luke 1:67-80

(Je sus will) give light to those who sit in dark ness…,
to guide our feet into the way of peace. –Luke 1:79

Two pas sages in Luke re lated to the birth of Je sus are
of ten called “songs” be cause of their sim i lar ity to He brew
psalms of the Old Tes ta ment.  The early church set them to 
mu sic and used them in wor ship.  One of them, the Mag ni -
fi cat of Mary (1:46-55), is well known.  But the sec ond
“song” is a less fa mil iar poem of praise, which was spo ken 
by Zach a rias, the fa ther of John the Bap tist (vv.67-79).

Af ter 9 months of di vinely im posed si lence, Zach a rias 
was fi nally able to speak.  He an nounced that the mir a cle
baby born to him and Eliz a beth would be named John. 
Then, filled with the Holy Spirit, Zach a rias spoke of
God’s faith ful ness and the sal va tion He would bring
through the Mes siah.

Zach a rias said that Je sus, “through the ten der mercy
of our God, with which the Day spring from on high has
vis ited us,” would come “to give light to those who sit in
dark ness and the shadow of death, to guide our feet into
the way of peace” (vv.78-79).

For a fresh look at the birth of Je sus this Christ mas,
con sider Zach a rias’ words of proph ecy and ex ul ta tion. 
Read them aloud.  Pon der their mean ing.  Let God use
them to write a new song of praise deep in your heart.
–Da vid McCasland

   This Christ mas sing a new song
   That co mes from deep within,
   A song that hon ors Christ the Lord,
   Who saves us from our sin. –Hess

See ing God’s work in our life puts a new song in our
heart.

Our Daily Bread
Copyright 1992 By RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. 

Reprinted by permission
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“It is the duty of parents to maintain their
children decently, and according to their

circumstances; to protect them according to the
dictates of prudence; and to educate them

according to the suggestions of a judicious and
zealous regard for their usefulness, their

respectability and happiness.” 

James Wilson, Lectures on law, 1791



“No Religion” Groups Growing
in the USA

By Dr. Shel don Smith 

In a study re leased on Sep tem ber 22 by Hart ford,
Con nect i cut’s Trin ity Col lege, 19 per cent of men and 12
per cent of women in the USA iden tify them selves as
“faith free.”  Whether or not the study is com pletely ac cu -
rate, it does pin point a grow ing trend in our coun try.  It
should be a flag of warn ing to all of us.

While the per cent age of out-and-out athe ists does not
seem to be in creas ing, the grow ing “faith free” group
seems to be a va ri ety of ag nos tics and ra tio nal ists.  About
half of them in the sur vey that sam pled over 54,000 adults
be lieve in “God or a Higher Power,” but they do not give
place to the Bi ble or church. 

As we re view the study and as we ob serve what we
see on the streets, sev eral con clu sions must be made.

1.  We have com pe ti tion!
The me dia, the ed u ca tional sys tem and the en ter tain -

ment in dus try are all march ing to the beat of a dif fer ent
drum mer.  They are rarely neu tral on mat ters of faith.  In -
creas ingly, they are hos tile and mil i tant about it.

2.  So many Chris tian have lost their way!
When the re li gious crowd adopts evo lu tion, gives

place to po lit i cal cor rect ness (al co hol, ho mo sex u al ity,
etc.), ac com mo dates the cul ture (pleases the crowd more
than God), wa ters down its mes sage (con tem po rary) and
re fuses to en gage it self in the is sues, you can be sure that
its in flu ence will wain.

3.  Many pul pits are life less!
Strong, Bi ble-cen tered, au thor i ta tive preach ing is

very hard to find to day.  The soft ball, ear-tick ling,
soft-soap ing, rock-no-boat pul pit eers pan der to the car nal -
ity of the crowd and leave things as they are.   

4. Most churches are not soul sav ing sta tions!
Most, not all but most, of Amer ica’s “churches” are

so cial clubs with no bib li cal vi sion and no scrip tural man -
dates.  

Our na tion is plung ing into a “faith free” free fall and
speed ing on its way to ward Hell while the churches play
games, have fun and pur sue their own self-cen tered in ter -
ests.

5. Con vic tions are scarce!
A phi los o phy of prag ma tism (do it if it works) has re -

placed Bi ble-based val ues, con vic tions and doc trines. 

With the value sys tem in a con stant state of flux, our so ci -
ety takes note of the wishy-washy men tal ity and laughs at
it.

6. Con ve nience and com fort hold sway!
What has hap pened to the con cepts of ded i ca tion in -

clud ing sac ri fice?  Who now is will ing to pay the price and 
take the stand that will con front the world head-on?

Who will re fuse the plea sures of the pal ace to be iden -
ti fied with the peo ple of God (Heb. 11:25)?

When all we can see is our own sit u a tion, it’s no won -
der no one lis tens when we talk!

7. The shift ing sands of com pro mise be tray
us!

Ev ery thing is chang ing!  Change Bi bles!  Change mu -
sic!  Change stan dards!  Change, change, change!  Go
ahead and see how many of the chil dren of the world will
change to be come chil dren of God.  All the shift ing and
drift ing be trays our cause, and a lost but long ing world
with dis ap point ment in their eyes glances an other way.
They re main lost be cause we did not stand true!

Taken from ‘Sword of the Lord’

Room For Je sus

Read Luke 2:1-7

There was no room for them in the inn.
–- Luke 2:7.

The words “there was no room for them in the inn” re -
mind me of a fam ily trip many years ago  We had been
trav el ing all day, and I was try ing to find a mo tel where we 
could spend the night.  As we drove along the high way,
our hopes were dashed time and again by the sight of NO
VACANCY signs.  As a fa ther, re spon si ble for the
well-be ing of my fam ily, I was frus trated and dis cour aged.

Then I thought of Mary and Jo seph.  How much worse 
it must have been for them when they ar rived in Beth le -
hem and found no rooms avail able!  I can imag ine Jo seph
plead ing with the man ager of the inn, tell ing him of
Mary’s con di tion and their des per ate need for a place
where she could give birth to her child. But “there was no
room for them in the inn.”  So when Je sus was born, His
mother “wrapped Him in swad dling cloths, and laid Him
in a man ger” (Luke 2:7).

To day, 2,000 years later, mil lions of peo ple have no
room fo Je sus.  Al though they par tic i pate en thu si as ti cally
in the fes tiv i ties of the Christ mas sea son, they keep Him
out of their lives.  The NO VACANCY sign is there.

How about you?  Is there room in your life for Christ?  
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What better time than dur ing this sea son to re ded i cate
your life to Him or to re ceive Him as your Sav iour! 

– Richard De Haan
   Have you any room for Je sus,
   He who bore your load of sin?
   As He knocks and asks ad mis sion,
   Sin ner, will you let Him in?—Whit tle

If Christ is kept on the out side, some thing is wrong on
the in side.

Our Daily Bread
Copyright 1992 By RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. 

Reprinted by permission

Christ mas, 2009

God’s holy sea son is here
It co mes around so fast
We hardly had the time

To get over last year’s blast.

Bak ing and wrap ping
Sure —it’s fun

But that’s not the rea son 
God sent his only Son.

The world is in a tur moil 
It’s go ing from bad to worse 
But God is still in con trol 

And will take away the curse.

It was quiet in the man ger
The night that Christ was born 

Only the cow’s gen tle mooo
Brought solice to her song.

Shep herds had seen the Star
That shone so very bright

They left their flocks and hur ried on
Through the dark of night.

What a sight be fore them
When they saw the Baby Boy

Eyes were opened wide
And hearts were filled with joy.

Oh to have had the priv i lege 
To see Christ the King
Or to be close enough

To hear the an gels sing.

One day soon He’ll ap pear again
To gather up His flock

For those who are not ready
They’ll be in for quite a shock.

So not only at Christ mas
Be ready all the time

And you’ll have a Blessed Christ mas
That’s the pur pose of this rhyme.

Mrs. Bud Haugen
Snohomish, WA

Sell ing Your Soul for $110

Those “Left Be hind” books so pop u lar a few years go
left one stone un turned:  What hap pens to pets?  Since the
Bi ble does n’t men tion an i mals as cend ing to heaven dur -
ing the Rap ture,  a help ful athe ist is of fer ing to tend Fido
and Fifi dur ing the end times.  For $110, Eter nal Earth -
bound Pets prom ises to res cue and raise dogs, cats, birds,
rab bits and small caged mammals.

The group is ac tive in 22 states, in clud ing Min ne sota,
and says that should the Rap ture occur within 10 years of
pay ment, one pet per house hold will be saved. …

As for the dan ger that the non-be liever with whom
you’ve con tracted may, in fact, also be swept sky ward,
they state in the (highly rec om mended) FAQs:  “Each of
our rep re sen ta tives has stated to us in writ ing that they are
athe ists, do not be lieve in God/Je sus, and that they have
blas phemed in ac cor dance with Mark 3:29, ne gat ing any
chance of sal va tion.”

Taken from The Star Tribune
October 10, 2009

Ed i tor’s Note:  Mark 3:29 says, “But who ever  blas -
phemes against the Holy Spirit never has for give ness, but
is guilty of an eter nal sin.”  Can you imag ine some one
will ing to seal their eter nal des tiny in hell for only $110? 
It is even more tragic be cause, should the Rap ture oc cur,
the unbeliever is faced with the fact that the very Bi ble he
de nied is in fact true!  In this text, the Phar i sees were at -
trib ut ing the work of the Holy Spirit with Sa tan, which is
ut ter blas phemy.
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Your Built-in Tape Recorder
By Paul Ev ans

Some skep tics have scoff ingly asked, “How is the
God of the Chris tians go ing to have suf fi cient ev i dence to
ren der a ver dict of guilty on the so-called Judg ment Day –
ev i dence of ev ery thought, word and deed of bil lions and
bil lions of peo ple?”

Well, now co mes the an swer, not of a God who has a
gi ant tape re corder hid den in the uni verse but of a God
who has put a built-in tape re corder in ev ery per son on
earth.

Our au thor ity for such a be lief is Dr. Wilber Pen field,
the di rec tor of the Mon treal Neu ro log i cal In sti tute.  Here
are the ex act words of this learned man: Your brain con -
tains a per ma nent re cord of our past that is like a con tin u -
ous strip of movie films, com plete with sound tract!  This
“film li brary” re cords your whole wak ing life from child -
hood on.  You can live again these scenes from our past
one at a time when a sur geon ap plies a gen tle elec tri cal
cur rent to a cer tain point on the tem po ral cor tex of your
brain.

Amaz ing words, aren’t they?  
We cer tainly were fear fully and won der fully made!
To think that God has equipped ev ery man, woman,

boy and girl with a built-in tape re corder (or, more ac cu -
rately, an au dio and video re corder) is a stag ger ing
thought.   

But in the light of this fact, who can doubt that God
Al mighty will be able to cause ev ery per son on earth to re -
mem ber his or her past – a com plete re cord of the life lived 
on this planet, Earth!

If a skilled sur geon, by ap ply ing a gen tle elec tri cal
cur rent to a cer tain point on the tem po ral cor tex of the
brain, can cause a per son to live again the scenes of the
past, surely the Cre ator of man can cause His cre ated ones
to re mem ber.

In the vivid story of the Rich Man and Laz a rus (Luke
16), there are two words that stand out – words spo ken by
Fa ther Abra ham to the Rich Man.  These words, “Son, re -
mem ber.”  Just four syl la bles – but what im pact: “Son, re -
mem ber”! I per son ally be lieve that per haps the great est
ag ony the un con verted will ex pe ri ence in eter nity will be
the flashes of mem ory.

The per son who knew the way of sal va tion but re -
jected it will re mem ber with re gret all the op por tu ni ties he
had to re pent – op por tu ni ties now for ever past.

The in di vid ual who re jected Christ be cause of so cial
pres sure – he will re mem ber his sad choice be tween the

crowd and Christ.  No friends will be there to re lieve his
lone li ness.  Alone, he will face the “film li brary” called
mem ory.

Even to day, mem o ries of the past tor ment un told mil -
lions of peo ple.  Their cry is, “Oh, if only I could for get!” 
Un able to for get, some seek the ex its marked nar cot ics, al -
co hol and even sui cide.

But, thank god, there is a better way out of the “mem -
ory di lemma” – and that is through di vine for give ness.

There is only one thing in God’s uni verse that can
erase the sins of your past.  First John 1:7 says, “The blood 
of Je sus Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all sin.”

Through Christ’s death, par don has been pur chased
for you.   You can be for given!

All you must do is bring your sins in con tact with the
cleans ing blood of Christ.  And how do you do this? 
Through con fess ing your sins to the Lord him self.  Here’s
the di vine prom ise: “IF we con fess our sins, he is faith ful
and just to for give us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
un righ teous ness” (1 John 1:9).

Will you con fess your guilt to God?  I’m pray ing that
you will.  

Re mem ber, if you face up to your sins here, you will
not have to face your sins at the Great White Throne Judg -
ment.   

Log of the Good Ship Grace
The Sword of the Lord
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“In questions of power, then,
let no more be heard of confidence 

in man, but bind him down from
mischief by the chains of the

Constitution.”  

Thomas Jef fer son 



IT’S TIME TO TRIM
OUR LAMPS

(Storm Clouds Are Gath er ing Fast)

By Gladwin Koehn

One verse out of the well-known par a ble of the ten
vir gins pin points a need of our day: “Then all those vir -
gins arose, and trimmed their lamps” (Matt. 25:7).  That ac -
tion im me di ately re vealed the sad state and con di tion of
five of those per sons: “….and the fool ish said unto the
wise, Give us of your oil: for our lamps are gone out;” (v.
8).  It is time to trim our lamps, and we must not de lay, for
some may find as a con se quence that their oil has run out.

Those who have grown up in that part of the coun try
known as Tor nado Al ley can re mem ber those times when
a storm cloud would arise dur ing the night.  Mother or Dad 
would come in to the bed side of sound-asleep chil dren
and, with a gen tle shak ing, say, “Chil dren, there’s a storm
com ing, and it does n’t look good.  We must go to the cel -
lar.”  Fa ther would get the old lan tern, and with a creak,
the globe would be raised so the wick could be lit.  With
the lighted lan tern ready, Dad would say, “Let’s go now;
the storm is al most here.”  Down in the cel lar we hud dled
around the light of the lamp, feel ing a cer tain so lace from
the flick er ing light while the storm raged out side.

Is there any rea son able per son to day who does not
feel that the storm clouds are gath er ing fast, and that they
could soon break upon us?  While some men are ma jor ing
in proph ecy and mak ing de tailed pre dic tions, we leave
that to them.  How ever, it is clear that the spirit and events
of the world are fall ing into the gen eral out line of the
proph e cies of the end times.  With out ques tion, it is time to 
trim our lamps so the True light can shine forth.

The wick of an oil-burn ing lamp be comes fouled with
use.  When the wick be comes fouled, the flame does not
burn evenly.  It be gins to smoke and light is dimmed.  The
ac cu mu la tion on the end of the wick needs to be cut away. 

Then the flame will burn evenly all the way across and
will give a good amount of light with out smok ing.

Sanc ti fi ca tion in the Chris tian’s life does this for the
be liever.  With daily liv ing, one’s Chris tian life be gins to
take on those hin drances that re strict the light.  When
those things that foul the flame are per mit ted and not taken 
away, an in con sis tent Chris tian life re sults.  An un -
trimmed wick might have a por tion where the flame
hardly burns.  On the other side a fin ger of flame reaches
up high, and from its tip co mes smoke that black ens the
lamp’s globe.  This well il lus trates an in con sis tent Chris -
tian life.  The pro fes sion is there, but the con di tion of the
flame is say ing that some thing needs ad just ment.  It is
time to trim our lamps.

We know not ex actly what the ap proach ing cloud will
hold for the true Chris tians, ex cept that the com ing of the
Lord is draw ing near.  The cry is sound ing forth, her ald ing 
the Bride groom’s com ing.  We must trim our lamps now.

There may be points in the par a ble of the ten vir gins
not so clearly un der stood.  But on the other hand, there are
those things that can not be mis un der stood, and those we
dare not ig nore.  One of these has to do with time, and fi -
nal ity of eter nity.

In their care less ness, the five fool ish vir gins waited
too long to do some thing about their need.  They did not
wait a year too long, or a month, or even a day.  They
waited just a lit tle too long.  When their des per ate sit u a -
tion be came ap par ent, they tried to bor row from the faith -
ful.  But as the Bride groom was ap proach ing, they quickly 
went to buy: “…and while they went to buy, the bride -
groom came; and the door was shut …” (vv. 10,11).  They
were just a lit tle late – but too late.  When the true Bride -
groom co mes, many shall make a des per ate ef fort to buy,
but it will be just a lit tle too late, and that will be for all
eter nity. 

“But he an swered and said, Ver ily I say unto you, I
know you not” (v.12).  Man tends to look at this mat ter of
care less ness with our lamps too lightly.  We ex cuse our in -
con sis ten cies in many ways.  But the truth is that ac cord -
ing to Je sus it is a se ri ous mat ter.  Care less ness in
Chris tian liv ing is a sin.  What else would cause the Lord,
who died for sin ners, re deemed them, made them His
own, on the Last Day say to some of them, “I know you
not” (see also Luke 13:24-29)?  It is time to trim our lamps 
and deal with those ar eas that run coun ter to the faith as
sin.

When the Lord co mes again, He will re turn to a world
dark ened by sin.  But as He co mes, may He see the faith ful 
with their lamps “all trimmed and bright.” 

Messenger of Truth
Gospel Tract Society, Inc.  

Contributed by Julaine Albertson 
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WITHOUT THE BIBLE, MEN
WOULD BE IN UTTER
IGNORANCE OF THE

FUTURE!



A Power Name: 
“MIGHTY GOD”

Unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given …And
His name will be called …Mighty God. (Isa. 9:6)

The name “Mighty God” is an Old Tes ta ment ti tle
here ap plied to the com ing Mes siah.  It is the com pound
He brew term El Gibbor, and both parts of the name need
to be un der stood.

God.  The first part of the ti tle is El.  Even though Je -
sus him self pointed out that the ti tle is some times used of
mighty sons of men (John 10:34), El is so of ten used of
God, and only God, that the prophet Ho sea used El to set
God in con trast to man in Ho sea 11:9.  

Isa iah 9:6 was pre dict ing One who would be far more
than a man.  This is in di cated not only by the third name
“Ev er last ing Fa ther: and by other pro phetic ref er ences
such as Isa iah 2:1-4, but by the New Tes ta ment re cord of
Christ.  Je sus said, “Be fore Abra ham was, I AM” (John
8:58).  He is the One of whom John wrote: In the be gin -
ning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God.  He was in the be gin ning with God.  All
things were made through him, and with out Him noth ing
was made that was made (John 1:1-3).  

Mighty.  The other part of the name is Gibbor, which
means “strength, power, hero.”  What a state ment!  In a
world where heroes are de ter mined by their ath letic prow -
ess or fi nan cial power, we are told that the only One truly
wor thy to be adored is the One whose might is un par al -
leled!  Isa iah 10:21 de scribes Him as the ref uge of the
rem nant, and Deu ter on omy 10:17 de clares that He is the
“great God, mighty and awe some.”

The fo cus of Isa iah’s proph ecy is El Gibbor, the
Mighty God who is our true Hero.  What this prophet in
the sev enth cen tury BC an tic i pated, the New Tes ta ment
con firms.  Be cause the Mes siah would be God, He would
have God’s power.  But to Isa iah, the amaz ing thing was
that the Mes siah would not only have the power of God,
He would be the God of power!  

In other parts of his proph ecy, Isa iah gave more de -
tails of what this mighty power would look like.  For in -
stance, in a mes si anic sec tion of his proph ecy, Isa iah
de clared:  The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, be cause 
the LORD has anointed Me to preach good tid ings to the
poor; He has sent Me to heal the bro ken hearted, to pro -
claim lib erty to the cap tives, and the open ing of the prison
to those who are bound; to pro claim the ac cept able year
of the LORD, and the day of ven geance of our God’ to
com fort all who mourn, to con sole those who mourn in
Zion, to give them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for
mourn ing, the gar ment of praise for the spirit of heavi -

ness; that they may be called trees of righ teous ness, the
plant ing of the LORD, that He may be glo ri fied (61:1-3).

Je sus used Isa iah 61:1-3 to make His claim as the
Mes siah (Luke 4:16-21).  But be cause He only par tially
ful filled this proph ecy in His first com ing, He was only
par tially rec og nized.  By His res ur rec tion, per fect life,
sac ri fi cial death, and many mighty signs He showed we
could trust Him to re turn one day to rule the world.  Most
of His own peo ple re jected Him.  John wrote, “He came to 
His own, and His own did not re ceive Him” (John 1:11).

In many cases, how ever, Je sus was rec og nized as the
long-awaited Mes siah.  Nicodemus, a rabbi of Is rael, rec -
og nized Him (cp. John 3 with John 19).  The dis ci ples rec -
og nized Him (cp. Mat thew 8:27 with 16:16).  Mary
Mag da lene rec og nized Him, and her life was trans formed
(Luke 8:2).  Oth ers’ lives were changed as well, even the
life of the church’s most feared per se cu tor, Saul of Tar sus
(Acts 9).

These and thou sands of other first-cen tury Jews be -
lieved – and for good rea son.  Je sus Christ proved Him self 
to be El Gibbor as He dis played His life-chang ing might
and power.

For those who see their need of a Sav ior, the ev i dence
of Christ’s mighty power is over whelm ing.  For those who 
sense their own weak ness and in abil ity to live up to God’s
stan dard, the apos tle John wrote, “As many as re ceived
Him, to them He gave the right to be come chil dren of God, 
to those who be lieve in His name: (John 1:12).

What the New Tes ta ment pro vides is an op por tu nity
to see the full ness of the “Mighty God” Isa iah was pre dict -
ing.  The clear state ment of the Word of God is that Christ
dis played His might in the cre ation of the world be fore He
phys i cally en tered the world.  John 1:3 says, “All things
were made through Him, and with out Him noth ing was
made that was made.”  Colossians 1:16 agrees: “For by
Him all things were cre ated that are in heaven and that are
on earth, vis i ble and in vis i ble, whether thrones or do min -
ions or prin ci pal i ties or pow ers.  All things were cre ated
through Him and for Him.”

In the midst of ev i dence that shows Christ to be the
Mighty God, it is im por tant to re mem ber that this is more
than just theo log i cal data.  It is di vinely in spired ev i dence
that urges us to see and re spond to Christ as He is – our
“Mighty God.”  

In view of the pre dic tive ev i dence of Isa iah and the
his toric re cord of the Gos pels, how can we see our Lord
Je sus Christ as any thing less than the Mighty God, El
Gibbor?

RBC Ministries
Copyright 1992 By RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI.

Reprinted by permission

14



Si lent Night, Holy Night 

This carol, rated the most pop u lar of all Christ -
mas car ols, came into be ing in a small Aus trian town 
in 1818. 

Jo seph Mohr, its au thor, was priest of the Ro man
Cath o lic Church of St. Nich o las in Oberndorf, Aus -
tria. Franz Grüber, its com poser, was the church or -
gan ist. 

A group of tour ing ac tors were trav el ing
through the coun try side pre sent ing a play based on
the Na tiv ity. When they came to Oberndorf, they
were shocked to find they could not use the Cath o lic
church be cause the or gan was be ing re paired. They
looked, and sure enough, parts were strewn allover
the floor! “You can meet in our home,” one of the
towns peo ple vol un teered. So all the in ter ested peo -
ple, in clud ing Fa ther Mohr, went to the home where
the play was pre sented. 

The ac tors por trayed the Na tiv ity with un usual
ear nest ness and feel ing. Ev ery one was deeply
moved, es pe cially the priest. 

Af ter the play ended, Fa ther Mohr hur ried off to
med i tate high on a hill side over look ing the vil lage.
Sud denly, Oberndorf was Beth le hem; the still, clear
night of Aus tria was the holy hush over the hills of
Judea. As he walked and con tem plated Christ’s
com ing to earth, words took shape in his mind. 

“Si lent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright
Round yon Vir gin Mother and Child! Holy In fant so
ten der and mild. Sleep in heav enly peace; sleep in
heav enly peace.”

 The next morn ing he handed these lines to Franz 
Grüber. “See if you can wed these words to a mel -
ody,” he smiled and said. 

A sim ple, haunt ing re frain sang it self into the
soul of Grüber and he wrote down the notes of what
later was called, “Song from Heaven.” 

When the pa rish io ners gath ered for the Christ -
mas Eve ser vice, Mohr and Grüber, ac com pa nied by
Grüber’s gui tar (be cause the or gan still was n’t work -
ing), sang for the first time this be loved mel ody of
the holy night when God came to earth in hu man
form. 

Over one hun dred and fifty years have passed
since that Christ mas Eve in Oberndorf, but no
Christ mas any where seems com plete with out the

sing ing of “Si lent Night.” 

Taken from  Hymns of Faith
Northwestern College Radio

Si lent Night, Holy Night,

Son of God, Love’s Pure Light

Ra di ant beams from Thy holy face,

With the dawn of redeeming grace,

Je sus, Lord at Thy birth;

Je sus, Lord at Thy birth.
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Please Pray for the Min is try of the
Hauge Lu theran Innermission Fed er a -
tion/Morn ing Glory and that more folk
will have a real bur den/vi sion in the
Lord’s Work in our midst and be come ac -
tively in volved.  Thank You!   YES may
this ‘min is try’ be used for the Sal va tion of
Pre cious Souls and for the ed i fi ca tion of
God’s Lambs and Sheep – to HIS GLORY!  
P. S.  REMEMBER IF ONE per son or
more is pulled from a life of sin and saved
(res cued and won into Christ’s King dom),
it will be worth ‘our’ ef fort!

The board of the Hauge Innermission,
along with their fam i lies, would like to
wish each reader a blessed Christ mas, as
you cel e brate the com ing of Christ to be
your Lord and Sav ior!  We would also like
to per son ally thank each one who has stood
with us this year.  May the Lord Je sus Christ 
be near and dear to you.
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Hauge Spring Bi ble Con fer ence
Looking For:

Con gre ga tions or a group of con cerned in di vid u als
TO In vite and ‘host’ the early Spring Bi ble Con fer -
ence or the An nual Con fer ence of the Hauge Lu -
theran Innermission Fed er a tion.  Not ‘dif fi cult’ –
you pro vide the op por tu nity and, Lord will ing, we
will pro vide the ‘pro gram’.  De sired that you pro -
vide one or more main meal(s), a spir i tual
warm/open spirit.  No fi nan cial ob li ga tion – free
will of fer ings and to gether we LOOK to the LORD
for ‘Sea sons of Re fresh ing from the Pres ence of the
LORD!  Please prayer fully con sider the same.  

THANK YOU!
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UpDate 
The Spir i tual Bat tle for ‘re newal’ con tin ues

THANK YOU to all who have con trib uted in the
King’s King dom Work with your ‘prayers, do na -
tions, ar ti cles, etc.  We are most cer tainly en cour aged
by the same!  

TIME is fleet ing and I want to re mind you as we
near the close of this pe riod of GRACE; not only do
our la bors ‘to gether’ count for ETERNITY; BUT
Apos tasy is tak ing its toll also!

At the pres ent, as a ves sel/means we have sev eral
main ‘av e nues’ of get ting the WORD out to hun dreds
of folk, and GOD has prom ised that HIS WORD will 
not re turn unto HIM void, for HIS WORD is for ever
set tled in Heaven!  While we have the ‘op por tu nity’,
we must get His Word out to our great USA and be -
yond!

Please con tinue to share as the LORD lays on your
heart and may our Won der ful Sav ior Bless you ac cord -
ingly as you give from a JOYFUL/CHEERUL heart!
(Re mem ber the LORD does n’t look so much at the
amount we GIVE, but how we give!  AS you pro vide
the ‘means’ we will def i nitely seek to con tinue to
spread the Law & Gos pel ef fi ciently.  To gether we can
make a dif fer ence that will in flu ence the di rec tion of
lives and con gre ga tions through out the USA and be -
yond.  BUT wait, there is more – As ‘in di vid ual’ lives
and con gre ga tions are in flu enced, it will spread and in -
flu ence OTHERS!  Never Un der es ti mate the power
of the TRUTH!  How about a Christ mas Gift for
JESUS through this min is try?

Oc to ber’s in come for Morn ing Glory = $2,262.92

The cost for each is sue of the Morn ing Glory alone 
is ap prox i mately $2,400.

P. S.  How about in clud ing Morn ing Glory/Hauge
Lu theran Innermission Fed er a tion in your ‘Con gre ga -
tions’ out reach; not as a sub sti tute for your sup port,
BUT along side of!  IF we don’t keep the home fires
burn ing, it won’t be long before ‘for eign mis sion ef -
forts’ will come to naught also!   

GOD BLESS!


